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●MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS● 

 

 

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BAR ASSOCIATION 

 

 
                     DATE:      JANUARY 9, 2026  

                     TIME:      12:00p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
           PROGRAM:    “Retirement Planning for Attorneys”                      

           SPEAKERS:      Sam Yue., Primerica Advisors 

          LOCATION:      Shioda Langley and Chang LLP, 1063 E. Las Tunas Dr., San Gabriel, CA 91776 

                    MCLE:      1 Hour 

 
* Details on how to sign up for the webinar will be posted to the website:  https://sgvba.org/ 

 

         ___________________________________________________________________          

            

EASTERN BAR ASSOCIATION  
            

    DATE:       JANUARY 15, 2026                      

    TIME:        5:00 P.M.-6:00 P.M.    

    PLACE:     ZOOM/ Participatory. Have to sign in electronically. 

          PROGRAM:    “From Stress to Strength: Practical Tools to Reduce Stress in Life and the  

                                     Law”                      

          SPEAKER:      Carrie Williams., MCC, ACTC.               
                   MCLE:       1 Hour 

    DESCRIPTIONS:    Four proven, practical tools to manage stress and a clear assessment of  

                                   stress/coping levels. 

                _________________________________________________________________                   

  

PASADENA BAR ASSOCIATION 

 
                                                FOR CURRENT EVENTS VISIT 

 

                                    THE PASADENA BAR ASSOCIATION (PBA) 

  WEBSITE:   www.pasadenabar.org      Phone:  626-793-1422     Fax:  626-793-2370 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sgvba.org/
http://www.pasadenabar.org/


 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The State Bar of California seized the business of Jose Baez of West Covina on Friday, 

December 19, 2025, for engaging in the unauthorized practice of law (UPL), the Office 

of Chief Trial Counsel (OCTC) announced today. 

Baez, doing business as Jose M. Baez & Associates Law Group of West Covina, Inc., 

placed attorney ads in a Spanish-language outlet, where he represented himself as an 

attorney and eviction law specialist with more than 41 years in practice. 

A Los Angeles Superior Court granted OCTC an interim order on Friday to execute the 

seizure following an ex parte hearing with the court. OCTC seized seven boxes of case 

files, electronic files, and other evidence of UPL conduct at Baez’s home in West 

Covina, where he had signs stating he provided legal services for evictions, 

bankruptcy, divorce, child support, immigration, and civil suits. 

Baez has never been licensed to practice law in California, nor is he authorized by any 

attorney to act on their behalf. 

“The unauthorized practice of law (UPL) puts the public at serious risk, especially 

those who depend on legal professionals to protect their rights,” said Chief Trial 

Counsel George Cardona. “When individuals falsely claim to be attorneys, clients can 

suffer financial loss, missed deadlines, and lasting harm. Mr. Baez misled the 

community by advertising legal services and decades of experience, despite never 

being licensed to practice law in California.” 

In the fall of 2024, the State Bar received a UPL complaint against Baez from a couple 

who contacted Baez to assist them with an eviction notice after seeing his ad in the 

Spanish-language outlet. 

Before meeting with Baez, the couple texted him to confirm he was a licensed 

attorney. Baez texted back that he graduated from law school, which the couple took as 

confirmation that he was licensed to practice law. The couple met with Baez at his 

West Covina home, where he had set up an office in the front entryway of his home. 

 

State Bar Seizes Unlawful Practice of a West 

Covina Nonattorney 

 

 
 



 

 

State Bar Seizes Unlawful Practice of a West Covina Nonattorney (Continued) 

Baez said he would charge them $500 to handle their case, including negotiating an 

agreement with their landlord and drafting and filing a response in court if the landlord 

initiated an unlawful detainer matter. The couple provided him with a $100 deposit.  

State Bar Seizes Unlawful Practice of a West Covina Nonattorney (Continued) 

Baez did not respond to the couple’s subsequent inquiries, and after weeks of 

unsuccessful attempts to get an update on their case, they filed a complaint with the 

State Bar. 

Clients of Jose Baez, dba as Jose M. Baez & Associates Law Group of West Covina, 

Inc., can retrieve files by calling 213-765-1590 (English and Spanish). 

The State Bar has a unit dedicated to investigating and addressing UPL throughout 

California. People who have been targeted by someone who is not licensed to practice 

law can file an unauthorized practice of law complaint with the State Bar. There is no 

cost, and U.S. citizenship is not required; the State Bar will not ask complainants about 

their citizenship or immigration status. The online complaint form is available in 

English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Russian, Tagalog, and Vietnamese. 

As a warning to the public, the names of those who have received unauthorized 

practice of law Cease and Desist notices are posted, by county, on the State Bar 

website. The State Bar also provides consumer information about avoiding legal fraud, 

including the unauthorized practice of law, and tips about avoiding immigration legal 

services fraud. 

Reprinted with permission from the State Bar of California 
 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you a peaceful, joyful, and 

successful Happy New Year 2026. 

FROM OUR OFFICE TO YOURS 

 

 

https://www.calbar.ca.gov/news/state-bar-seizes-unlawful-practice-west-covina-nonattorney
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/news/state-bar-seizes-unlawful-practice-west-covina-nonattorney
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/public/concerns-about-attorney/avoid-legal-services-fraud/unauthorized-practice-law-complaint
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/Public/Discipline/Nonattorney-Actions
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/Public/Discipline/Nonattorney-Actions
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/public/concerns-about-attorney/avoid-legal-services-fraud/unauthorized-practice-law
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/public/concerns-about-attorney/avoid-legal-services-fraud/avoid-fraud-immigration-consultants
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/public/concerns-about-attorney/avoid-legal-services-fraud/avoid-fraud-immigration-consultants


 

 
 

ATTENTION 
FREE REFERRAL SERVICE ATTORNEY MEMBERSHIP! 

 
(FOR MEMBERS OF THE EASTERN BAR OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY,  

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY and PASADENA BAR ASSOCIATIONS) 
 

The San Gabriel Valley Lawyer Referral Service is in need of bilingual 
attorneys in the San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys who speak fluent 
Spanish, Mandarin, French, Vietnamese or other foreign languages. 

 

San Gabriel Valley Lawyer Referral Service is offering  
 FREE REFERRAL SERVICE MEMERSHIP FOR THE FIRST YEAR. 

You must be a first—time member. 
 

 

We are also offering to all attorneys who wish to become first-time 
referral service members, a six-month free trial period.   If at the end of 
six months you would like to continue as a member, we will send you a 

statement for your membership fee 
($150.00 for the first panel and $50.00 for each additional panel). 

 

If you are interested in joining, please go to our website at sgvlawyer.org  
Click on “Join Us” on the Home page, then download our 
 Rules and Regulations and Application for Membership. 

   Mail the completed Application to our office at   
1175 East Garvey Street, Suite 105, Covina, CA 91724 
 If you prefer, you may call our office at 626-966-5530 

and we will be pleased to send you the Application packet 
and answer any questions. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNABLE TO HELP YOUR CLIENT? 

 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ASSIST A CLIENT, 

THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY LAWYER REFERRAL 

SERVICE CAN HELP.   WE ARE A NON-PROFIT 

CALIFORNIA COPORATION, CERTIFIED BY THE STATE 

BAR OF CALIFORNIA, AND SPONSORED BY THE 

PASADENA, SAN GABRIEL VALLEY, AND EASTERN BAR 

ASSOCIATIONS.  WE REFER TO MEMBERS WHO HAVE 

BEEN PRE-SCREENED AND ARE QUALIFIED TO 

RENDER SERVICES IN  

A PARTICULAR AREA OF THE LAW. 

 

TO REFER A CLIENT, PLEASE CALL US AT 

(626) 966-5530   (626) 442-6973   (909) 599-3847   

Toll Free 1 (8787) 48-REFER 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE IS 

PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE FOLLOWING  

NEW MEMBER 

 

 

RAUDEL FERNANDEZ, ESQ.  

FERNANDEZ LAW FIRM, APC 

COVINA, CA 

 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTERN BAR ASSOCIATION 
 

The EBA is committed to excellence in the legal profession. 

 Its mission is to assist the bench and bar in the delivery of quality legal services   

 to all members of the community and to provide a forum for continuing 

 education and development of its members. 

 

The EBA meets every third Thursday of the month for an MCLE Presentation.  

Each presentation fulfills a different MCLE requirement and gives you 

an opportunity to congregate with fellow colleagues in the legal profession.  

 

If you are interested in joining, please visit our website at ebalac.org 

Membership Dues:  $100.00 

 

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 

FORE MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL: (626) 967-3115 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIVE ZOOM: Landlord-Tenant: Where You Begin
Friday, July 12   12:00 pm - 1:30 pm 

LIVE ZOOM: Landlord-Tenant: Where You Begin
Friday, July 12   12:00 pm - 1:30 pm 

LA Law Library
What's Happening January 2026

IN-PERSON: Eviction Defense: Help Using Tenant 
Power Toolkit to Answer Eviction Complaints
Friday, January 9, 16, 23, 30   9:30 am - 12:30 pm 

EN PERSONA: Defensa contra el desalojo: 
ayuda para utilizar Tenant Power Toolkit para 
responder quejas de desalojo
viernes, 9, 16, 23, 30 de enero
9:30 am - 12:30 pm

IN PERSON: Lawyers in the Library
Friday, January 23   1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Free 20 - 30 minute consultations with volunteer attorneys.
*Must register for a consultation from 8:30 am-11:00 am 
*Consultations take place from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm.
*Participants register on the day of the program and
will be seen on a first-come, first-served basis, according to topic.

IN PERSON: Free Expungement Clinic*
Saturday, January 24   10:00am
*Walk-ins are welcome. First come first serve basis. 

IN PERSON: Federal Pro Se Clinic
Thursday, January 29   5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

LIVE ZOOM: Employment Law & Workplace 
Discrimination
Thursday, January 8   5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

LIVE ZOOM: Landlord-Tenant Law and Evictions 
Thursday, January 15    4:45 pm - 6:00 pm

LIVE ZOOM: Probate: What to Do with Property 
After Someone Dies and How to Plan Ahead 
Thursday, January 22    5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

LIVE ZOOM: Small Claims: Where You Begin
Thursday, January 15   12:00 pm - 1:15 pm

LIVE ZOOM: Types & Sources of Law
Wednesday, January 28   12:00 pm - 1:15 pm

PUBLIC CLASSES

ASK A LAWYER/EXPERT

WORKSHOPS & 
ONE-ON-ONE HELP

CIVIL LAWSUIT BASICS

LIVE ZOOM:  How to File and Respond to a 
Complaint
Thursday, January 29    12:00 pm - 1:15 pm

For more information or to register, visit: www.lalawlibrary.org/CLASSES
or call: 213.785.2529  |  301 W. 1st Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 @LALawLibrary

Scan the QR Code with your 
phone to download this flyer.

New Year's Day - Thursday 1/1
Martin Luther King Jr.'s Birthday - Monday 1/19

HOLIDAY CLOSURES



The State Bar requires attorneys to complete 25 hours of approved continuing legal education credit 
every three years. LA Law Library is an approved provider of online, participatory MCLE. For more 

information on our new and fee based MCLE classes, please visit: www.lalawlibrary.org/MCLE-classes

HOUSING RIGHTS
Get the basics of landlord-tenant 

law, including evictions. Plus, learn 
about housing protections for 

victims of domestic violence, those 
with mental disabilities, and more.

Learn about the rights and 
responsibilities of tenants and 

landlords, including the basics of 
the eviction process.

LANDLORD/TENANT LAW

Receive information on how to 
find the answers to legal questions, 

and how to access records from 
different types of courts.

LEGAL RESEARCH &
ACCESSING COURT

RECORDS

Get basic information on planning 
for end of life, illness and disability, 

including wills, trusts, and 
advanced health care directives. 
Plus, learn about the process for 
transferring property after death.

PROBATE & PLANNING
FOR END OF LIFE,

ILLNESS OR DISABILITY

Learn about the civil court process 
from complaints through appeals, 

and how to represent yourself 
without an attorney.

REPRESENTING YOUR-
SELF IN CIVIL COURT

Learn how to set up a business for 
growth and success, protect your 

rights, and access funding for your 
business.

STARTING & GROWING
A BUSINESS

Learn about important benefits, 
including unemployment and 
disability insurance, and sick 

time and sick leave, including 
new rights created by law during 

COVID-19.

UNEMPLOYMENT,
DISABILITY & SICK 

LEAVE

LA Law Library is an approved provider of online, participatory MCLE.

Learn about options for getting 
help from a lawyer, plus information 

on how to talk to a lawyer, tell 
your story, and the importance of 
gathering the facts in your case.

FINDING A LAWYER

You can reach us at reference@lalawlibrary.org or 213-78LALAW

CRIMINAL LAW
Learn about your rights interacting 
with police, and about release and 

bail reduction services if you’re 
facing charges.

EMPLOYMENT
Learn about your rights and 
benefits as an employee or 

employer, including new rights 
created by law during COVID-19.

Get the basics of divorce, custody, 
and child support, plus information 

on domestic violence restraining 
orders.

FAMILY LAW

CREDIT, DEBT
& MONEY ISSUES

Learn best practices for dealing 
with debt, your rights when facing 

repossessions, foreclosures and 
lawsuits, and when bankruptcy 

could be an option.

@LALawLibrary

We are pleased to be able to provide FREE access to videos of some of our 
most popular classes. Please browse  the categories of classes we offer. 

Please visit our website for our full list of classes.

CLASES LEGALES EN
ESPAÑOL

Vea algunos de nuestros videos 
populares de clases en línea 

para ayudarlo en sus problemas 
legales.

M C
L E

Scan the QR Code with your 
phone to download this flyer.



 

 

 

 

MANDATORY FEE ARBITRATION BULLETIN 

 

 
If you have uncollected legal fees, the San Gabriel Valley Lawyer Referral Mandatory Fee Arbitration 

Program can help. We all know that before an attorney may sue a client for fees, the B&P Code requires that 

the attorney advise the client of the right to fee arbitration. But did you know that under California law, the 

attorney cannot initiate the arbitration or compel the client to participate in the process? 

The only way an attorney can compel a client to arbitrate a fee dispute is if the parties have so provided in the 

retainer agreement. If your agreement does provide an arbitration clause, update it now! (A suggested fee 

arbitration clause for your retainer agreements may be found below)  

The San Gabriel Valley Lawyer Referral Service Mandatory Fee Arbitration Program offers fee arbitration 

services for all Los Angeles County attorneys. In 2006 the SGVLRS adopted comprehensive new rules for 

arbitration of attorney fee disputes. These rules expanded the fee arbitration program and made the resolution 

of the fee disputes uniform, user friendly and timely. Under the rules (depending on the amount in dispute) the 

parties may have a one or three person panel of experienced arbitrators. Wherever possible, the SGVLRS tries 

to provide arbitrators with experience in the area of practice of the attorney(s) whose fees are subject to the 

dispute. It promises prompt and expeditious handling of each dispute by a knowledgeable and available staff.  

FEE ARBITRATION CLAUSE 

The dispute resolution provision of Attorney-Client Agreement may take various forms: One possible form is 

set forth below. Certain governing principles should be considered with regard to a fee arbitration provision for 

an Attorney-Client Fee agreement. They are: 

• Before a dispute over legal fees arises, the parties may agree, in the Fee Agreement or otherwise that 

all fee disputes will be submitted to arbitration under Business and Professions Code Sections 6200 

through 6202, but they cannot agree at the time that the arbitration will be binding. 

•  Before a dispute over legal fees arises, the parties may not agree that they will mediate a fee dispute. 

• After a dispute over legal fees arises, the client and the attorney may agree to non-binding and/or 

binding fee arbitration. 

• For any disputes that do not involve attorneys’ fees (e.g., malpractice), the parties may agree at any 

time, including in the Fee Agreement, and without waiting for a dispute, to begin arbitration 

proceedings.  

SAMPLE FEE ARBITRATION CLAUSE 

In the event of a dispute between you and our firm regarding our firm’s fees, upon the request of either party, 

the dispute shall be resolved by arbitration under Business and Professions Code Section 6200 through 6206 

with the San Gabriel Valley Lawyer Referral Service or another State Bar of California approved Fee 

Arbitration Program reasonably acceptable to you and our firm. The arbitrator(s) shall apply the law of the 

State of California. Unless we agree to binding arbitration after a dispute arises, any arbitration award is not 

binding on our firm or you, and to the extent permitted by law, our firm and you have the right to pursue any 

other available remedy within 30 days after the mailing of a non-binding arbitration award.  

 



 

 

Board of Directors 

 

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE 
President     Stephanie Story 

Vice President     Michael O’Connor 

Secretary     Wendy Pfau 

Treasurer                                                                     Tracy Wong   

Assistant Treasurer    Carl Herbold 

        

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BAR ASSOCIATION 
 

President     Ginny Hsiao  

Vice-President                                                             William Gilmore 

Treasurer                                          Anthony Seto 

Secretary                  Mike Fedrick 

 

   

EASTERN BAR ASSOCIATION OF L.A. COUNTY 
 

President     Laurie Harrold 

Vice President      Katherine Fernandez 

Treasurer     Greg Lucett 

Secretary     Timothy McDonough 

Past President     Kelly Warren 

 

 

PASADENA BAR ASSOCIATION 
 

                             President  Michael O’Connor                                                 

                             President-Elect  Brittany Duke 

                             Vice-President                                            Kristen Howard    

                             Treasurer                                                                     Griffin Lee                                                    

                             Secretary                                                                      Ramit Mizrahi                                                                                                    

                             Advisor                                                                         Brandon Carroll       

                             Executive Director                                                      Dean Rallis                                             

                              

The Gavel and Quill is a monthly publication of the San Gabriel Valley Lawyer Referral Service, the 

Pasadena Bar Association, the San Gabriel Valley Bar Association and the Eastern Bar Association of Los 

Angeles County.  Its Purpose is to inform members of the sponsoring bar associations of matters of interest to 

them.  We welcome and encourage articles and comments from the membership. 

 

  Please address your contribution to: 
 

1175 East Garvey Street, Suite 105, Covina, CA 91724-3677 

(626) 966-5530 ▪ (626) 442-6973 ▪ (909) 599-3847 

Website: http://sgvlawyer.org.E 

mail:  info@sgvlawyer.org 

FAX 626-915-4755 

http://sgvlawyer.org.e/



